THE SUN  AND   THE  SERPENT

penances. I have seen -a man apply the sungal, or
iron scourge, to his own bare back and shoulders,
till the blood ran down in streams, and formed a
pool upon the ground. * The punishment w^s most
severe.

At sacrifices the chela, as already meni^ned,
inhales the smote ot burning cedar, and in some
cases he drinks the warm blood from the neck
of the decapitated victim. Sometimes, too, he,
jumps into or over the sacrificial fire. He always
applies to his own back, and sometimes to those of
the worshippers, the iron scourge which has just
been referred to.

This application of the sungal, to the backs of
the worshippers, is sometimes merely a e$remonial
one, no blood being drawn. But wlien the
scourge is used by the penitents themselves the
punishment is very real.

This scourge, as already mentioned, appears
to be the exact counterpart of that represented
in the hands of Osiris and of several of the
Egyptian deities. It is made entirely of iron,
and varies in weight from about three to five
pounds. It has usually three, but sometimes
five, lashes. Each of these is made up of two
or three long links and a broad lancet-shaped
blade at the extremity. This somewhat resembles
in shape the broad piece of leather at the end of
the thong of a Tartar whip. It occurred to me
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